The scope of this little book, however, is not to quench but only to rouse the thirst for such knowledge. The treatment of the subject attempted in this book is neither comprehensive in its width nor profound in its depth; yet the major branches of classical Sanskrit literature have been covered in outline here, dealing at some length with the more important authors and referring briefly to many others. The Vedic and the technical or Sastraic literatures have not been included in the scope of this work. Most of the books on the History of Sanskrit literature, deal with the authors who lived upto the, 13th or 14th century A.D., but this book takes the readers up to the 18th century. Almost the entire bulk of the contribution to Sanskrit literature during the period from the 12th to the 18th century A.D., has been made by South India, a fact which proves effectively that it is a misnomer to call Sanskrit 4 The language of the North/ This contribution has been more or less ignored in many books and dispensed with as insignificant in some others. It has been my endeavour to include in this book brief references to the eminent authors of the South who have enriched Sanskrit by their valuable contributions.
Though this book is mainly intended for the use of th© University students preparing for the Degree Examinations, care has been taken to make it useful